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In his belief in the importance of the goodwill of
the Queen to the Administration Harley was right;
his mistake lay in overestimating the power of the                        ! |
Crown alone.    Without a majority on her side in
Parliament, and without the support of the country,
the Queen could not effectually oppose the Junto ;
and at present that necessary majority and that
popular support did not exist.
Fortune, too, favoured his opponents.   A wholly unexpected and abnormal incident placed Harley
have of you, but I cannot help seeing nor believing my seniors. I am very far from having deserved it from you. God forgive you " (Somerville, p. 528, and Longleat MSS., Hist. MSS. Com., p. 190).
Against Harley's letter of 3oth January has to be set Swift's letter to Archbishop King of I2th February. This letter contains gossip and hearsay only, and must therefore be critically considered ; the statements in it can only be reconciled with Harley's assertions by assuming, which is probable, that an attempt to modify Godol-phin's ministry was exaggerated into an attempt to supersede the Lord Treasurer.                                                                                                             \
i (<,i2fti Feb. 1707-8.                                               I
"... Mr. Harley had been some time, with the greatest art imaginable, carrying on an intrigue to alter the Ministry, and began with no less an enterprise than that of removing the Lord Treasurer, and had nearly effected it by the help of Mrs. Masham, one of the Queen's dressers, who was a great and growing favourite, of much industry and insinuation. It went so far that the Queen told Mr. St. John a week ago 'that she was resolved to part with Lord Treasurer,' and sent him with a letter to the Duke of Marlborough, which she read to him to that purpose ; and she gave St. John leave to tell it about the town, which he did without any reserve, and Harley told a friend of mine a week ago that he was never safer in favour or employment. ... It is said that Harley had laid a scheme for an entire new Ministry, and the men are named to whom the several employments were to be given ; and though his project has miscarried, it is reckoned the greatest piece of Court skill that has been acted these many years" (Swift's Works> edited by Scott, 2nd eel. vol. xv. p. 287).